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Meeting of the Permanent Trade Facilitation Committee was held at 3.00

pm on 20.08.2019 in the Conference Hall of Custom House, Cochin. Shri.
Mohd Yousaf, IRS, Commissioner, chaired the meeting.

et Sges e do® & Iufia 31 fiysfadqd

The following officers of Customs were present. S/Shri/Smt

1.  HigHe ggw, HI. 3. 9, 3Mad Mohd Yousaf, IRS, Commissioner
2. 8L O g, WL W ¥, WY Agad Dr. J. Harish, IRS, Joint

Commissioner

3. . A, Wl I 9, Tgdd 3Mgad M. Vasanthagesan, IRS, Joint
Commissioner

4. @l IS @T TH MWL A Y, JUNYI Dr.Raji N S, IRS,Deputy
Commissioner

5. g HaRew , T M. 9, WeHH YA Sabu Sebastain, IRS, Assistant
Commissioner

6. ffom wafewm, 4. W ¥, YW 3Mad Phillip Scbastain, IRS,
Assistant Commissioner

7.  SIR® HARTH, WL WU ¥, YeR™E AYEd Joseph Sebastain, IRS,
Assistant Commissioner

8. W tﬂ, aiﬂﬁﬁ "{E’, uq Gﬂ—ﬁp Tt Bhuvanachandran P, Scientist E’,
NIC

9. a9 S, RfFU® HUFRY Baiju Daniel, Appraising Officer
10. U¥id & @ w9, FﬂﬂTW 3{¢fl&fh Prasanth K.C.S, Superintendent of
Customs, Authorized Officer, CSEZ.

AR YT AR el 3= TWBRT Fwraif & ufaffy gaft/ o

The Trade and other Govt. Organizations related to trade were
represented by S/Shri:

31 faHiE, $IEfF Ui €% Raj Vinod P, Cochin Port Trust
Sl. TH. HA1Y, B UIE ¢, J.S. Manjunath, Cochin Port Trust

Page 1 of 10

Ny =



. ciq&“mgw, HOX A8 T. Chandrasekharan , Coir Board

T Ty Ry, 9%ufd §TRIY S S Sidhu, Plant Quarantine

T, DI 3 @Tcn'cf, Manoj, Cochin International Airport

GﬁW, CAICER mmh‘é, Joseph, Cochin International Airport

3fsed fpfeu, fsga Jed offv ®IMYd WS 8%} Abraham Phillip,
Indian Chamber of Commerce & Industry :

8  NiId TH I, T 3118 § 37, Rajeev M C, FIEO

9. Uqu-dq ﬁ:Ffag SHNN Menon, Trade Track

10. ffF Brer, o Sit € o T Dipin Koyyath, IGTPL

11. TS 3fR, ¥l U& U, Ul Biju R, CFS, Pettah

12, 9 9RTEg, W T T, S 81 &% UF V Veera Raghav, CFS, GDKL

13. A& fag 9 we vy, @ € T K Biju, CFS, CPT

14, SIYAT TH. 31, I U6 T, & T 3018 § Josemon M.D., CFS, KSIE

15. T U ey, D JOReP Siad SRIRUIM A A Fernandez, Cochin

Customs Brokers Association.

16. T W9, oA dHRed didd SRIRULF, Alan Jose, Cochin

Customs Brokers Association.

17. &. HiPAR, WeUH Ystdh, R Rwid de K. Sreekumar, Asst.

Manager, Reserve Bank of India
18. ﬁprFfEIT 'FIFI?ITEﬁé, HATB N Jha, Spice Board Kochi.
19. Ut TU OIFRE, $ulfdsey SMIRNUYE 3B 3f&W P S Sclnerai,

Consolidators Association of India.

20. &. HIgd FHR, HAlfereck IRTIHE 3 &A1 K. Mohan Kumar,

Consolidators Association of India.

21, dt farite, 9g¢l Sare Fafd td f9e™ WieRor v Vinod, Marine Products

Export Development Athority.

22, W 3111, THCTee PBIUT B, Venu, Textiles Committee.

NooA®
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The Chair welcomed the members to the meeting. Since the Chair has
first PTFC in this Customs House so introduced himself and asked other
Customs Officials and stakeholders to introduce themselves. Thereafter the
minutes of the previous meeting and the action taken in respect of points
thereon was taken for consideration.

The Chair sought clarifications on the minutes in respect of Point 3.
“MEIS benefits — shipping bills erroneously mentioned as instead of 'Y’
while submitting to DGFT” and Point 7. “Show cause notices received by
CCBA members” of last PTFC minutes .The chair assured the stakeholders
that he would look into the issues and all suitable actions would be taken to sort

out all outstanding issues. Thereafter fresh points were taken up for this
meeting
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9df 89 1€ He FRESH POINTS FOR DISCUSSION.
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Points raised by The Cochin Customs Broker’s Association are
reproduced as below:

Point 1. CONTAINER SCANNING AT ICTT

The container scanning at DP World started during December 2018
and the scanner is situated in ICTT Vallarpadam. As per the Public Notice
No0:39/2018 dtd 26/11/2018, under point No: 5 the procedure for scanning
of the containers is clearly laid out. As per point 5.1, the documents for
scanning has to be collected by the Customs Haviidar and given to the
officer at the check-in cabin and it is understood that the driver should not
alight from the vehicle. -

Currently some unauthorised persons are collecting cash in the
Customs /ICTT premises in the pretext of valet driving for scanning
containers. In Cochin the Unions claim that their drivers were complaining
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they are having some health issues after scanning, which led to the
interference of the Kerala State Regional Joint Labour Commissioner. They
claim that the scanning is detrimental to the health of the drivers inspite of
the Customs, AERC and other reputed agencies and even Doctors certifying
that it is safe. We wish to draw your attention that these types of scanners
are fitted in other Customs stations also and there is no problem for the
drivers to go through the scanners like this.

We request you to urgently look into this matter and arrange to do the
following for smooth and safe handling of EXIM cargo without any increase in
the transaction cost which will affect the Trade negatively.

a) Publish the safety guidelines / approvals for the scanner installed in
ICTT to clear any doubts in the minds of drivers.

b) Arrange / Instruct to provide safety gear for the general use of drivers
which can be collected by them at the entry point of the scanner and
returned when the driver collects the scanning report.

c) Ensure that the drivers are not restricted from driving through the
scanners themselves without any interference from other unauthorised
persons.

d) Not to allow anyone without Customs pass other than the driver in the
vehicle to enter the scanning area.

e) We request Customs to post necessary staff at the entry of the scanning
station as laid out in the Public Notice No: 39/2018.

Take punitive action against the unauthorised persons collecting cash at
p g , p g
the Customs area in ICTT.

i RFFIFARTEEL:
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Minutes of discussion are as below:

The representatives of the Customs Brokers were requested to submit
the gist of the issue to identify the problem and the role of Customs in the
matter.

Shri Alan Jose submitted that the trade is facing problems in respect of
movement of containers selected for scanning due to the interference from a
section of people who were intimidating and threatening Drivers and other
persons in respect of movement of Containers through the drive through
scanner. These persons were inciting the drivers citing Health Hazards etc. He
requested the Chair and the customs department to take an active role in the
matter and resolve the issues.

Shri Abraham Phillip representing the Indian Chamber of Commerce also
seconded the issues pointed out by the Customs Broker’s Association. He also
the requested chair to interfere in the issue and resolve the matter as it
unnecessary creates a financial burden on the importers and also delay

The Chair assured the members that, the safety guidelines /approval for
the scanner installed in ICTT can be published in bilingual or trilingual to clear
the genuine doubts. The Chair has also informed the members that, he is aware
of specification of the product and the likely impact of radiation on the people.
The problems raised on the behalf of drivers like having nausea, vomiting seems
unsubstantiated and unverified .The subject symptons appear to the individuals
as the result of the long term effect of exposure to radiation.The Drive through
Scanner which is installed in the Port has been certified as safe by AERC and
other competent agencies.
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Shri Alan Jose, CCBA, with the permission of Chair submitted that in the
first meeting with RJLC it was decided that a specified amount would have to be
paid by CFS to the Drivers of the Panel who would be employed in moving the
Containers for Scanning.It was stated that the CCBA did not receive minutes of
the said meeting. In the third meeting with RJLC it was informed that M/s
GDKL CFS and M/s MIV CFS have appointed the contractor "Rossline” for
providing the Drivers for the containers for Scanning,the amount towards
payment for the Drivers would be collected from the importers and not the
Customs Brokers.Shri Alan Jose informed the chair that the amount of Rs
300/200 was fixed unilaterally by the RJLC based on the contract between
GDKL and Rossline .He further informed that their organization was against the
payment of any amount,

Shri. Abraham Phillip, Indian Chamber of Commerce & Industry,
informed the Chair that, they had become aware of the issue after the first
meeting with the RJLC. As per the minutes circulated on the Whatsapp it was
informed that the CCBA agreed to the arrangement of employment of Panel of
Drivers for Scanning and the payment to them. However if the present
statement by Shri Alan Jose, CCBA with regard to the conduct of the RJLC
meeting is correct then it appears representation of CCBA went unrecorded. He
further requested that only the drivers with a specific vehicle should be allowed
inside the container yard. He also requested the Chair that customs should
take some initiative to issue some press release and notices and also to take up
the matter with the RJLC.

Dr. J. Harish, Joint Commissioner, informed the members that the Customs
Department had already issued two press releases regarding the safety
guidelines of Scanner installed in ICTT.

The Chair informed the members that, Customs will take up the matter with
the Chair Person of Port Trust. Since the issue is essentially a law and order
problem which pertains to Port Trust so they will have to lead the issue.

Shri. Raj Vinod P, Cochin Port Trust, informed the Chair that the CCBA and
other Stakeholders had already met with the Port Trust Chair Person in this
regard and the matter has already been taken up. He stated that he will convey
the matter of discussion in the meeting to the Chair Person and shall coordinate
with Customs and other stake holders

The Chair also requested the representative of the DP World, Shri Dipin to
look into the issue of unauthorized access to the Scanning Area by restricting the
issue of “Pass” to the: Drivers. Shri Dipin assured that the matter would be
conveyed to the management for an effective handling of the issue

fig 2. ade® 9o _¥: 39/2018 DTD 26/11/2018 " &
SWRES7.4 & TIAMYT BT SRIU.4
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G 1 ST 3 i< 3 g e e s

Point 2. REQUESTING AMENDMENT OF CLAUSE 7.4 OF
PUBLIC NOTICE NO: 39/2018 DTD 26/11/2018 "
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In order to facilitate ease of doing business and to reduce the dwell
time, we request you to adopt the procedure laid down in .Para number 6 of
the above PN for BOEs facilitated under RMS without examination and avoid
recalling the Bill of Entry as mentioned in Para 7.4.

Only if any suspicious- item is found on examination at the CFS, may the
BOE be recalled for re-assessment or further investigation.

T AP FIASI T 2
it TeT 91 4t 4t o U Sarn 15 S Fan N SR ¥ | $ $ yaesT (o)
1 gy U 7% wiha R gAfdaR fSar s
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Minutes of discussion are as below:

Shri Alan Jose CCBA informed that the procedure’for recall of BEs which
are found to be suspicious may be relooked for the reasons mentioned above.

The Chair has informed the stakeholders that, at present practice the
prouision for examination of the goods without recalling the BE is not feasible, as
this would mean that there are no evidence in the ICES system recording the
opening of the containers and examination of the cargo. He assured that he
would check the practices at other Custom Houses and also take into confidence
the System Directorate, for reducing the delay and procedural issues concern
with the recall of BE.

(For action: Joint Commissioner Shri. J. Harish, to coordinate the
issue with other Commissionerate and system Directorate)

fag 3. o vu wH aur St & emara fAerh oit sit <t
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Point 3. RMS AND DPD IMPORT CLEARANCE 00C

In the case of RMS facilitated Bills of Entry and DPD containers without
scanning, the Customs Broker has to print the BOE and obtain the OOC from
Cochin Port CFS 010 which is in Willingdon Island. We request you to please
look into this matter and make arrangements to print such BOEs and obtain
OOC from ICTT itself in order to facilitate the trade, reduice the transaction cost
and dwell time.

AR S FuA S 3.
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Minutes of discussion are as below:

The Chair has informed the members that, he would look into the feasibility
of the matter and try to find out, the requirement of the EDI system hardware
and Software and as well as availability of the competent officers.

Thereafter, AO (CCU) has informed the members that, some points have
been received from CCP, Cochin.These points which pertained to Custom
House were raised in PTFC meeting held on 17/07/2019 at CCP. The same were
read out as below:

W Tole seRIer % gRT IaTY e g2

Points raised by The steamer agents association are:

“Filing the Export Container Documentation BCG during weekends”
iR FsudANEL:
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Minutes of discussion are as below:

The Chair informed the members that, the registration of export coastal
container documentation BCG is done in the Preventive Section of the Custom
House. On weekends / holidays the control room officer is authorised to
receive the export coastal container documentation BCG and on receipt of the
BCG the officer makes necessary entry in the container register
maintained in the Preventive section. The Control Room officer is available on all
days including weekends /holidays, the point raised by the steamer agents
association that they are not able to file BCG on weekends is does not appear to
be correct.

The Chair stated since the representative from the steamer agents

association has not turned up for this meeting the issue appears not
pressed ‘

(For Action: Point dropped)

G & gw Yo% o Hyar @Y I Y GRT SO T H:
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Points raised by Kerala Small Scale Industries Association in PTFC
Meeting:

DI 91 3R W d53T8 & Ay I Fafa ek e e gu ey @ o E okt
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faide! &Y TR S Hindey, TSR & Ao  YHw Saq U

The problems faced by the exporters and importers of MSME category
industrial units undertaking export and import through Cochin air and sea port.
The problems faced by the exporters of Jewellery through Air cargo complex,
Nedumbassery.
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Minutes of discussion are as below:

The Chair informed the members, as the representative of the Association
has not turned up for meeting and since the subject matter pertains to some
specific issues like sampling of gold etc. so the discussion of the matter without
the presence of the proposer, it would not be fruitful.

(For Action: Point dropped)
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Since no other points were raised by the members for discussion, the
Chair declared the meeting closed by thanking the members. The date for next
meeting of the Permanent Trade Facilitation Committee will be intimated
through the Custom House website www.cochincustoms.nic.in. Points for
discussion, if any, may be sent. Enquiries if any may be made at the telephone

number 0484-2667040 or by email at ccu@cochincustoms.gov.in or
ccucochin@gmail.com.

This is issued with the approval of Commissioner of Custorns {Chairman

PTFC)
S/~
(Dr. J Harish)
Y& 3MYdd, Joint Commissioner

F.No.5.65/17/2018-CCU-CUS
Dated: 17.09.2019

/ /Attested//

s

(Baiju Dani
Appraising Officer

| UH]d Submitted to:
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1. The Principal Chief Commissioner of Central Excise, Central Tax & Customs,
Kerala Zone, Cochin,

2. The Additional Director General, Directorate of Tax Payer Service, Bangalore
Zonal Unit, 4th Floor TTMC Building, Above BMTC Bus Stand, Domlur,
Bangalore-560071.

wfafeft. gt dged smgea/Adl 3u sige g smrged; Ut ¢ uw W & ot 9ew
Copy to: Joint Commissioners/ All D.Cs & A.Cs/ All members of PTFC

3 S oI StHIT (@'FIT{IFW'_ @ qgarse ¥ oUds B EDJ-(for uploading on

customs website)
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